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research- in-anatomyEditorialTranslational research in anatomy: The future of our discipline?I would like to welcome you to the inaugural issue of Transla-
tional Research in Anatomy. The editorial board and I are excited
about this new academic venture and look forward to providing
our readers with cutting edge papers that link the basic science
of anatomy to clinical medicine. Interestingly, different authors
have used the term “translational research” in different ways. As
a relatively new ﬁeld, an exact deﬁnition is sometimes difﬁcult to
pin down. In fact, if multiple scientists were asked to deﬁne this
term, there would most likely be many various deﬁnitions given.
For example, in the paper by Woolf [1] “The Meaning of Transla-
tional Research and Why It Matters” translational research is
deﬁned as the “enterprise of harnessing knowledge from basic sci-
ences to products new drugs, devices and treatment options for pa-
tients.” However, the NIH deﬁnes translational research as thehttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tria.2015.10.004
2214-854X/© 2015 The Author. Published by Elsevier GmbH. This is an open access artic
4.0/).movement of discoveries in basic research to application at the clin-
ical level. We use this term as a ﬂagship for all research that might
impact patient care i.e., the so-called “bench to bedside” paradigm.
Our journal will welcome and give priority to studies that
clearly articulate their relevance to the broader aspects of anatomy
and how they can impact patient care. Therefore, this bolstering of
the ties between anatomical research and medicine will foster
collaboration between anatomists and physicians. With this as
our goal, the Journal will serve as a platform for communication
and understanding between the anatomical sciences and medicine
in order to foster learning that will inﬂuence patient care.
We look forward to receiving your submissions and walking
together into the future!Reference
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